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Made tn the Tear, 1727.

ples Backwardnels in getting their Tobacco ready in ;l.reafonnblc. Time,
hach not only occafioned very great Delay andCharge, in the Lading and
Difpatch of Ships, but fometimes of the Lofs ot Ships and Mens Lives,
and always of great Damage to the Tobacco it lelf, in Winter Paf-
fages ; beftdes mifling the Opportut?ity c;fearly and quick Markets, ( the
ife of Trade, ) For Remedy whereof, - - . -
LlfBe it Enac‘!e;}, by the Rng); Honourable 3he Lovd Proprietary, by and
with the Advice and Confent of bis Lordfip’s Governcur, and the Upper
and [ower Houfes of Affembly, and the Authority of the fame, That if any
Perfon, or Perfons, having the immediate ‘Rule, Direétions or Go-
vernment of any Plantation, where Tobacco is, or fhall be made, fhall
: ogthead, or other Package, or ufe any fraudulent or
’ractife or Means, to conceal or hide any Froft-bitten trathy
sround-Leaves, {mall Scrubs, Stalks, Stems, Wood, Dirt, or any man-
ner of Tralh, or decayed old Tobacco, and fhall offer or tender 1o fell,
or pay away the fame, as good merchantable Tobacco, and fhall be con-
vi&t of fuch falfe Packing, before any Juftice of the Peace, who thall,
by Virtue of this A&, have Cognizance thereof, as in cafe ot fmall Debts,
thall, for every (uch Offence, forfeit Four Hundred Pounds of Tobacca,
to the Party to whom{uch Tobacco fhall be paid, or tendered, or offered
to be paid ; if fuch Party will profecute for the fame within Two
Manths after the Offence committed : And, in cafe fuch Party fhull neg-
lect or refufe to prolecute, the faid Penalty fhall and may be recoverable
by any other Perfon, to his own Ufe, that will inform and prefecute for
the fame, before any fuch Juftice ; any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the
contrary, notwithftanding. _ |
Andbe it Enatted, by the Authority aforefaid, That all Petfons making
Tobacco within this Province, fhall be obliged to get the fame ready

‘packed and prized for Shipping, by the laft Day of MayYearly, during

the Continuance of this A¢t; and that any Perfon or Perfons, “that thall
negleét or refufe to get his or their Tobacco ready, asatorelaid, and fhall
prefume tofell or fhip any Tobacco fo neglected to be got ready, till
the Tenth Day of Nowember then next, fhall forfeit fuch Tabacco, or
the full Value thereof ; One Moiety to be applied toward the Sup;ort
of the Free-School of the County where the Faét fhall be committed,
and the other Moiety to him or them that will fue for the fame; to be
recovered in the County Court, by A&ion ot Debt, Bill, Plaint or In-

formation, wherein no Effoyn, Prote¢tion or Wagerof Law fhall be al-

Towed.

And be it further Enalted, That every Perfon paying away any Hagf-
head, or Hogtheads of Tobacco, fhall mark or caufe to be marked on
the Bildge thereof] within Five Pounds of the real and exa& Weight of
the empty Hogfhead, on pain of Four Hundred Pounds of Tobacca ; to
be recovigd and applied in the fame Manner as the Penalty for Falfe
Racking. , ,

And be it Enalled, That the Allowance for the Hogfhead, from the
Buyer to the Seller, fhall be Eight per Cent. of the Neat Weight of the
Tobacco therein contained, and no more, And for the Prevention of
making Seconds,

Be it Enalled, lythe Authority aforefaid, That all Perlons having the
Rule and Direction of any Plantation or Place where Tobacco fhall be
made, fhall be obliged Yearly, and every Year, during the Continuance
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